Those Quarrelsome Bonapartes
He thought for a moment about ways and means.
"To-morrow I shall send Lavalette on. He is careful,
discreet. With you and others we can trust, he can cir-
culate quietly, circumvent the plots of the Club Clichy,
and prevent more of the Councils from going over to the
Royalist side."
Here he paused in his pacing, nettled. "But you are not
listening; your mind wanders!"
And indeed, for an interlude, Joseph had not been
listening. He had been saying to himself: "Why so much
of that parade-ground peroration? He is ridiculous. Can
he not credit me with some sense?"
Now, Napoleon was seldom ridiculous even when hec-
toring, lecturing, or riding the high horse; and he did
not credit his brothers with any too much wisdom. So he
went on, after calling Joseph back to that attention which
all, sooner or later, gave to this frail but dynamic
personality:
"Be wise as the serpent, harmless, as the dove. Win to
us allies from all classes. From coffee-house and gutter,
spread anew the gospel of republicanism. Open the minds
of all to the dangers of reactionisni. Above all, direct the
eyes of Paris to the armies and to Italy! Let them learn
to look on us as a woman on her protecting husband, the
strong right arm of Prance!
"Meanwhile I shall aid you with proclamations to the
armies, which you shall have printed in the 'Moniteur,*
also in circulars for wide distribution. See that these, too,
are read in the Councils and before the public on fete-
days. The directors I shall myself stiffen by advantageous
treaties with our foes and new possessions. There shall
be gestures enough!"
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